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PRESS OPENING OF THE EXHIBITIONS
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
79 rue des Archives – 75003 Paris 
+33 (0)1 40 61 50 50 
henricartierbresson.org

OPENING HOURS
Tuesday - Sunday : 11am – 19pm

RATES
Full rates 10 € / Concessions 6 €

SOCIAL NETWORKS

PRESS CONTACT
Cécilia Enault 
cecilia.enault@henricartierbresson.org
79 rue des Archives - 75003 Paris
+33 (0)1 40 61 50 60

@FondationHCB
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THE FOUNDATION TURNS 20! 

On May 2nd, 2003, the Fondation Henri Cartier-
Bresson opened its doors to the public with the 
exhibition Les Choix d’Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
featuring a selection of photographs by various 
artists that left their mark on HCB throughout his life.  
Beyond our mission of conserving and promoting the 
work of Henri Cartier-Bresson and Martine Franck, 
the Fondation’s first exhibition reflects one of the 
institution’s main goals: welcoming other artists.

In 20 years, with a demanding program of 
around 70 exhibitions, around 60 publications 
and a considerable number of events promoting 
photography (talks, book signings, round tables), 
the Fondation is now a fixture among international 
institutions devoted to photography. 

From September to December 2023, the Fondation 
will celebrate its birthday with a series of new 
initiatives:

• A plaque commemorating Henri Cartier-Bresson 
and Martine Franck will be mounted on the 
façade of the building where they lived: 198 Rue 
de Rivoli. 

• A billboard campaign will be hung in the Paris 
Metro, especially Hôtel de Ville, celebrating our 
rich exhibition program from the past 20 years 
through a series of iconic images. 

• A new compilation of Henri Cartier-Bresson 
interviews will be published by Agnès Sire 
through Atelier EXB. 

• The Fondation’s website will feature short video 
clips on HCB and Martine Franck’s major works.  

• Launched this June, the programme Le 
Feuilletage continues with Carolyn Drake, 
presenting her new book MEN UNTITLED, on 
September 20. 
 
 
 
 

• On November 6, the Fondation holds its first 
Grand Gala, presenting the 2023 HCB Award, 
speeches, performances, and an auction of very 
rare prints by Henri Cartier-Bresson. 

• In addition to fall exhibitions by Carolyn 
Drake and Ruth Orkin, the Fondation will also 
present Regards Croisés, with around fifteen 
photographs by Henri Cartier-Bresson and 
Martine Franck touching common themes.   
 

Our team at Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson is 
looking forward to celebrating this special event with 
photography fans!

Clément Chéroux
Director of the Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson

Martine Franck, Tory Island, Donegal County, Ireland, 1995 
© Martine Franck / Magnum Photos
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EXHIBITION
Winner of the 2021 HCB Award, Carolyn Drake 
presents MEN UNTITLED at the Fondation Henri 
Cartier-Bresson, a new series of photographs 
exploring her relationship to myths of masculinity 
in American culture. Mixing symbols of virility, 
self-portraits, and photographs of men “laid bare," 
MEN UNTITLED functions as both introspection 
and documentary.

Following Knit Club (2012-2020), a subversive 
series on a community of women in a rural town in 
Mississippi, Carolyn Drake shifts her gaze towards 
men. In contrast to her previous work, she broadens 
the scope by separating the work from any specific 
geography. Erasing nearly all signs of place, Drake 
invites the viewer to look directly at the male bodies 
in front of the camera.

Drake’s work begins with reflections on her 
relationship to men, their bodies and the place 
society accords them. Getting closer to her subjects 
through collaborative portraiture, she ends up 
calling both the viewer’s expectations and her own 
perceptions into question.

"I worked on the periphery of my subject for almost 
a year before turning to face it directly. Many 
months were spent scouting locations, arranging 
portrait sessions, searching for props, and hiring 
assistants before I decided that what I really 
needed was to get the men in front of me to take off 
their clothes. 

Despite having existed among them for half a 
century, I cannot claim to be comfortable around 
male bodies. The truth is, the male body is not a 
subject that I’ve ever been encouraged scrutinize 
the way we do women’s bodies. It’s as though the 
act of looking at men is inherently dangerous. 
Asking the men to remove their clothing introduced 
a degree of risk that propelled my fifty-year-old 
imagination even as sexual desire continued to 
elude it.

Mostly, I photographed men who were older 
than me. Maybe I was more interested in seeing 
masculinity in decline than admiring male prowess. 
Or maybe older men are more visibly vulnerable, 
making me more empathetic towards them. 

Some of them unveiled their bodies with 
adventurous curiosity; others were willing to partly 
reveal themselves, letting go of their reservations 
as an act of generosity. Some got an erection and 
stood still in front of me, wondering where to direct 
their gaze. One person kept bending over to make 
sure I captured a view of his anus. 

Once I started stripping away the clothing and 
props and scenery, what I was left with was a body 
alive in time, like mine. Its authority dissolved when I 
took the liberty to look." 

 
Carolyn Drake

CAROLYN DRAKE
MEN UNTITLED

SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 
JANUARY 14, 2024

CUBE

Male Gazing (Angelo), 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos
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CURATOR OF THE EXHIBITION
Clément Chéroux, director, Fondation HCB

PARTNER 
The Fondation d'entreprise Hermès is the patron of 
the HCB Award.

With the support of RATP

BIOGRAPHY
Carolyn Drake works on long term photo-based 
projects seeking to interrogate dominant historical 
narratives and creatively reimagine them. Her 
practice embraces collaboration and combines 
photography with sewing, collage, and sculpture. 
She is interested in collapsing the traditional divide 
between author and subject, the real and the 
imaginary, challenging entrenched binaries.

Drake was born in California and studied Media/
Culture and History in the early 1990s at Brown 
University. Following her graduation from Brown, 
in 1994, Drake moved to New York and worked 
as a interactive designer for many years before 
departing to engage with the physical world 
through photography. 

Between 2007 and 2013, Drake traveled frequently 
to Central Asia from her base in Istanbul to work 
on two long term projects: Two Rivers (2013) and 
Wild Pigeon (2014). The latter work was acquired by 
the SFMOMA in San Francisco and presented at a 
six-month solo exhibition in 2018. In Internat (2014-
2017), Drake worked with young women in an 
ex-Soviet orphanage to create photographs and 
paintings. This work was followed by Knit Club 
(TBW Books, 2020), which emerged from her 
collaboration with an enigmatic group of women in 
Mississippi loosely calling themselves “Knit Club” 
and was shortlisted for the Paris Photo Aperture 
Book of the Year and Lucie Photo Book Awards.

Carolyn Drake’s work has been supported by a 
Guggenheim fellowship, the Anamorphosis Prize 
book prize, Peter S Reed Foundation, Lightwork, 
the Do Good Fund, the Lange Taylor prize, Magnum 
Foundation, Pulitzer Center, and a Fulbright 
fellowship. She is a member of Magnum Photos 
and is represented by Yancey Richardson Gallery, 
New York.

CAROLYN DRAKE
MEN UNTITLED

SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 
JANUARY 14, 2024

CUBE

© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos
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Beheading, after Caravaggio (Hugo), 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

PUBLICATION
The exhibition is accompanied by a bilingual French-
English book published by TBW Books.

Bound, 30 x 23 cm
45 € 
Text by Carolyn Drake
ISBN 978-1-942953-60-9

HCB AWARD  
Presented by the Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
the HCB Award is a 35 000 euros grant that 
supports the creation of a long-term photography 
project. It is intended for a photographer who has 
already created a significant body of work with a 
documentary-style approach. Presented once every 
two years, the HCB Award results in an exhibition at 
the Fondation HCB and the publication of a book.

The jury of the HCB Award 2021 unanimously 
nominated photographer Carolyn Drake for the 
project MEN UNTITLED. Carolyn Drake’s nomination 
was presented by Clément Chéroux, former Joel 
and Anne Ehrenkranz Chief Photography Curator at 
MoMA, New York.

More information about the HCB Award: 
https://www.henricartierbresson.org/en/hcb-prize/
prize/

THE FONDATION D'ENTREPRISE HERMÈS
Created in 2008, presided by Olivier Fournier since 
2016 and directed by Laurent Pejoux since 2021, 
the Fondation d’entreprise Hermès is currently in 
its fourth mandate, with funding of 61 million euros 
for the period 2023-2028.    
The Foundation’s work is centred around four core 
themes – Transmit, Create, Protect, Encourage – 
and implemented through nine dedicated 
programmes. 
In addition to its four exhibition spaces in Europe 
and Asia, the foundation offers committed support 
to beneficiaries and partners in situ. Since its 

inception, the foundation has supported more than 

900 projects across all its spheres of activity. 

CAROLYN DRAKE
MEN UNTITLED

19 SEPTEMBRE 2023 
14 JANVIER 2024

CUBE
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PRESS IMAGES 
CAROLYN DRAKE
MEN UNTITLED

PRESS IMAGES 
All visuals must be used with their captions and
copyrights. No cropping is permitted and only two 
images can be published.

01 | © Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

 02 | Man’s Head, Inside, 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

 03 | Centaur in Sunlight, 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

04 | Reflection in Pond, after Cahun (John D), 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos
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PRESS IMAGES
CAROLYN DRAKE
MEN UNTITLED

05 | Stallion, 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

06 | Centerfold (Wallace), 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

07 | Man on All Fours (John D), 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

08 | Beheading, after Caravaggio (Hugo), 2022 
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos
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PRESS IMAGES 
CAROLYN DRAKE
MEN UNTITLED

09 | Male Gazing (Angelo), 2022 
 © Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos

 10 | Blue Sheet with Hands (John D), 2022
© Carolyn Drake / Magnum Photos
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RUTH ORKIN
BIKE TRIP, USA, 1939

SEPTEMBER 19, 2023
JANUARY 14, 2024

TUBE

EXHIBITION
For the first time in France, the Fondation Henri 
Cartier-Bresson presents a solo exhibition on 
American photographer Ruth Orkin (1921-1985), 
internationally known for her photograph American 
Girl in Italy (1951), an iconic image of a women 
traveling alone. While still a teenager, Orkin 
undertook a pioneering journey across the United 
States from West to East. 

In 1939, at 17 and still living with her parents in Los 
Angeles, Ruth Orkin decided to cross the United 
States solo, from the Pacific to the Atlantic. She 
traveled less by bicycle than with a bicycle, crossing 
long distances by car, train, and bus, using her 
bicycle to explore big cities: Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Washington, New York, Boston and San Francisco.

Over a four-month period, she took 350 
photographs: urban scenes, numerous self-
portraits and striking compositions framed by her 
bicycle. In each city she visited, local newspapers 
covered her story, interviewing and photographing 
her. With the unexpected publicity, she was invited 
everywhere, given tickets to shows, and even 
received a new two-wheeler.

Orkin’s stated aim upon departure was to visit the 
New York World’s Fair, but the transcontinental 
adventure proved far more decisive. It was a 
defining moment in her personal and artistic 
development, confirming the old adage: it’s not the 
destination, it’s the journey.

The exhibition brings together around forty 
photographs and archival documents, including 
Ruth Orkin's manuscript on this adventure.

CURATOR OF THE EXHIBITION
Clément Chéroux, director, Fondation HCB

With the support of RATP

Bay from Coit Tower, Treasure Island at left, 
San Francisco, 1938 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

Sunset over lower Manhattan, New York, 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 
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BIOGRAPHY
Born in Boston in 1921, Ruth Orkin grew up in 
Hollywood. At the age of 10, she received her first 
camera and began photographing her friends and 
teachers at school. In 1938, at 17 years old, she took 
a monumental bicycle trip across the United States 
from Los Angeles to New York City to see the 1939 
World’s Fair, and she photographed along the way.

In 1943, the photographer moved to New York 
where worked for all the major magazines, including 
LIFE, which sent her to Israel in 1951. She then went 
to Italy, where she met Jinx Allen, an art student 
and fellow American, who became the subject of 
American Girl in Italy. The photograph was part of a 
series titled When You Travel Alone, about what they 
encountered as women traveling alone in Europe 
after the war.

On her return to New York, Orkin married the 
photographer and filmmaker Morris Engel. Together 
they produced two feature films, including Little 
Fugitive, which was nominated at the Oscar in 
1953. From their New York apartment overlooking 
Central Park, Orkin photographed numerous events 
(marathons, parades, concerts) and the beauty of the 
changing seasons. Ruth Orkin passed away in 1985.

PUBLICATION
The exhibition is accompanied by a book published 
by Textuel.

Bound, 22 x 20 cm
45 €
Essey by Clément Chéroux

ISBN 2845979657

RUTH ORKIN
BIKE TRIP, USA, 1939

SEPTEMBER 19, 2023
JANUARY 14, 2024

TUBE

17-Year-Old Girl Pedals Bicycle From Los Angeles to Boston, 
newspaper clipping from Boston, August 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

An American Girl in Italy, Florence, 1951 
© 1952, 1980 Ruth Orkin
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PRESS IMAGES
RUTH ORKIN
BIKE TRIP, USA, 1939

PRESS IMAGES
All visuals must be used with their captions and 
copyrights. Only two images can be published.

01 | "EI" running over a slum street. Municipal building in 
background, New York, 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

02 | Sunset over lower Manhattan, New York, 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

03 | My shadow down the hill, San Francisco, 1938 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

04 | Bay from Coit Tower, Treasure Island at left, 
San Francisco, 1938  
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 
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PRESS IMAGES 
RUTH ORKIN
BIKE TRIP, USA, 1939

05 | "Through the Wheels of Justice" The Supreme Court 
across from Capitol Hill, Washington D.C., 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

06 | Conn & the Sound. Nearly lost my camera taking these 
because of wind, New England, 1939  
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

08 | Washington, 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

07 | These people are standing in the middle of Washington 
St & reading the blackboard wall bulletins, on a newspaper 
office, Boston, 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

09 | Map describing the route taken by car, 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

10 | An American Girl in Italy, Florence, 1951 
© 1952, 1980 Ruth Orkin



15PRESS RELEASE | CAROLYN DRAKE | RUTH ORKIN | SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 - JANUARY 14, 2024

PRESS IMAGES 
RUTH ORKIN
BIKE TRIP, USA, 1939

11 | 17-Year-Old Girl Pedals Bicycle From Los Angeles to Boston, 
newspaper clipping from Boston, August 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 

12 | Washington Monument as seen from the Lincoln 
Memorial & reflected in the Mall, Washington D.C., 1939 
© 2023 Ruth Orkin Photo Archive 
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PRESS IMAGES 
THE FONDATION TURNS 20!

HENRI CARTIER-BRESSON, MARTINE FRANCK 
REGARDS CROISÉS

PRESS IMAGES 
All visuals must be used with their captions and 
copyrights. No cropping is permitted and only two 
images can be published.

01 | Henri Cartier-Bresson, Hyères, France, 1932 
© Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson / Magnum Photos

02 | Henri Cartier-Bresson, Quai Saint-Bernard, Paris, France, 1932 
© Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson / Magnum Photos

03 |  Martine Franck, Tory Island, Donegal County, Ireland, 1995 
© Martine Franck / Magnum Photos

04 | Martine Franck, Swimming pool designed by Alain Capeillères, Le Brusc, 
summer 1976 
© Martine Franck / Magnum Photos 

From September 19, 2023 to January 14, 2024, 
in addition to the Carolyn Drake and Ruth Orkin 
exhibitions, the Fondation HCB will also present 
Regards croisés, an exhibition of some fifteen 
photographs by Henri Cartier-Bresson and Martine 
Franck around common themes.
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SOON AT THE FONDATION HCB
FEBRUARY - MARCH 2024 

WEEGEE

In the 1940s, Arthur Fellig (1899–1968), better 
known as “Weegee,” documented and denounced 
the alienation of consumerist society.  

While many reveled in the new mass media and its 
commercial aesthetic, Weegee chose to focus on 
the cruelty of American society, especially urban 
life in New York. Armed with his camera, Weegee 
roams the city’s working-class neighborhoods, 
photographing crime scenes, fires, car accidents 
and other tragedies of cities. His work is often 
shocking and disturbing, yet it uncovers truths– 
social disparity, violence and the loneliness of 
individuals within an ever-changing society. 
Presented as testimonial, neither altered nor 
embellishment, Weegee’s photography is a sharp 
critique of the newly emerging society of the 
spectacle–well before Guy Debord’s Situationist 
International, starting in 1957. 

In a new look at Weegee’s oeuvre, the exhibition 
features iconic shots as well as lesser-known work 
never before shown in France.

Curator of the exhibition: Clément Chéroux, 
director, Fondation HCB

ALESSANDRA SANGUINETTI

The Adventures of Guille and Belinda
From 1999 to 2018, Alessandra Sanguinetti 
produced two important series on the lives of 
Guillermina and Belinda, two cousins raised in a 
rural town in Argentina, 9 and 10-years-old at the 
start of this long-term photography project. 

Following the cousins through adolescence, the 
first series: The Adventures of Guille and Belinda 
and the Enigmatic Meaning of their Dreams, was 
made between 1999 and 2003. In a unique blend 
of reality and fantasy, photographs depict playful 
moments, exploration, and the two girls’ close 
relationship, which changes over time in moments 
of harmony, conflict, complicity and solitude.
Sanguinetti’s work then continues with the series: 
The Adventures of Guille and Belinda and The 
Illusion of an Everlasting Summer, portraying the 
lives of the young girls between 14 and 24. The 
photography displays their passage to adulthood, 
into maternity, changes in their relationship and 
their physical and psychological evolution.
 
For almost two decades, Sanguinetti delicately 
documents their lives, capturing both a close 
relationship and two unique individuals in rural 
Argentina.

Curator of the exhibition: Clément Chéroux, 
director, Fondation HCB

CUBE TUBE
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PRESS IMAGES
79 RUE DES ARCHIVES

01 | Fondation HCB, 79 rue des Archives, November 2018
© Cyrille Weiner

02 | Reception and bookshop 
Fondation HCB, 79 rue des Archives, June 2021
© Hugo Hébrard

03 | Exhibition Henri Cartier-Bresson with Martin Parr - Reconciliation 
Fondation HCB, 79 rue des Archives, November 2022
© Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson

04 |  Exhibition Jan Groover. Laboratory of Forms
Fondation HCB, 79 rue des Archives, November 2022
© Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson

05 |  Exhibition Paul Strand: The Balance of Forces
Fondation HCB, 79 rue des Archives, February 2023
© Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson

06 |  Exhibition Henri Cartier-Bresson, Helen Levitt - Mexico
Fondation HCB, 79 rue des Archives, February 2023
© Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson


