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NEW PRESIDENT OF THE FONDATION HCB
Following the loss of Kristen Van Riel, President of the Fondation from 2012 to 2019, the Board has elected 
on May 23, 2019 the Vice President Serge Toubiana as President. Serge Toubiana has a successful career 
in cinema and has been close to Henri Cartier-Bresson, Martine Franck and Agnès Sire who created the 
Fondation. He is President of Unifrance after being director of Cahiers du Cinéma and the Cinémathèque 
française.  
 
François de Ricqlès, President of Christie’s France, has joined the Board and been elected Vice President.

MATHIEU PERNOT WINNER OF THE HCB AWARD 2019
HCB AWARD 2019
Following the deliberations held on June, 7 2019 at the Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson in Paris, the jury of 
the HCB Award 2019 selected the French photographer Mathieu Pernot for his Le Grand Tour project. His 
application was presented by Jérôme Sother, Centre d’art GwinZegal.

Presented by the Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson, the HCB Award supports the creation of a photography 
project which could not be achieved without this help. It is intended for a photographer who has already 
completed a significant body of work, close to the documentary approach.

This project will be exhibited at the Fondation HCB and published as a book in the spring 2021.

MEMBERS OF THE JURY 
Pierre-Alexis Dumas, artistic director of Hermès, member of the Board of Directors of the Fondation 
d’entreprise Hermès
Sarah Greenough, senior curator and head, Department of photographs, National Gallery of Art, Washington
François Hébel, director, Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson, Paris
Alona Pardo, curator, Barbican Centre, Londres
Thomas Seelig, director, Photography department, Museum Folkwang, Essen
Agnès Sire, artistic director, Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson, Paris 
Karolina Ziebinska-Lewandowska, curator, Photography department, Centre Pompidou –  
Musée national d’art moderne, Paris

PARTNER
The Fondation d’entreprise Hermès is the patron of the HCB Award. 
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MATHIEU PERNOT
WINNER OF THE HCB AWARD 2019

For his project Le Grand Tour, Mathieu Pernot revives the tradition of the 
romantic journey in the 19th century in order to discover the roots of his 
family history. In several countries of the Middle East, this photographic 
journey will start in Tripoli, Lebanon - place of birth of Pernot’s father. 
The cities destroyed by the war during the last decade will be at the 
heart of this journey among the ruins of history.
 
Mathieu Pernot is born in 1970 in Fréjus. He lives and works in Paris. 
During his time at the École nationale supérieure de la photographie, 
Mathieu Pernot had the occasion to meet with families of tsiganes in 
Arles. Among these families were the Gorgans, with whom he worked 
continuously thereafter. In the 2000s, he developed different series 
devoted to the topics of confinement, urbanism, and questions of 
migration. For his work with Philippe Artières on the archives of the 
psychiatric hospital Bon Saveur, he was awarded the Nadar prize in 
2013. In 2014, he received the Niépce prize, and in the same year, the 
Jeu de Paume devoted an exhibition to him entitled La Traversée, 
showing 20 years of photographic work. 

“Inspired in form by the 18th century custom of a traditional trip of Europe, Mathieu Pernot’s award winning 
project promises to take the form of an ideological and symbolic adventure as he travels through the 
contested territory of Europe and Middle East to chronicle a personal and moving journey that speaks to 
his family’s history. I look forward to seeing the results unfold in this new body of work that will undoubtedly 
combine mediums and cross genres as Pernot documents his encounters with people, situations and objects 
that will force the viewer to question their relationship to the world and its representations.”

Alona Pardo, curator, Barbican Centre, London

“Mathieu Pernot has laid the foundation for a visual research with a well thought-out structure, which will lead 
him to Lebanon in the coming months. His pictorial research is based on a variety of sources from the private 
and public archives and circles around the topic of ‘destruction’.”

Thomas Seelig, director, Photography department, Museum Folkwang, Essen
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Mathieu Pernot
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005
Untitled, Les Migrants series, Paris, 2009
© Mathieu Pernot, Courtesy Galerie Éric Dupont

The use of press images is exempt from royalties 
when this is strictly for the purposes of promoting 
the HCB Award. These images are not related to 
the project supported by the HCB Award 2019.
All visuals must be used with their captions and 
copyrights. No cropping is permitted and only three 
images per medium can be published.

PRESS IMAGES
MATHIEU PERNOT 
HCB AWARD 2019
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Untitled, Le Feu series, 2013
© Mathieu Pernot, Courtesy Galerie Éric Dupont
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Gorgan Family, Arles, 1995
© Mathieu Pernot, Courtesy Galerie Éric Dupont
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Stalingrad, Paris, 2016
© Mathieu Pernot, Courtesy Galerie Éric Dupont
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Ana, Paris, 2012
© Mathieu Pernot, Courtesy Galerie Éric Dupont


